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T
he One Young World (OYW) 
Summit is a global leadership 
forum which brings together 
young leaders from all around the 
world to discuss and address some 
of the challenges facing us today. 
This year, over 1,300 delegates 
from 196 countries came together 
to Bogotá, Colombia to exchange 
ideas, share perspectives and 

be inspired by the counsellors and 
delegates from all walks of life. This 
is the first time the Summit is held in 
South America, and Bogotá was not only 
an excellent host city for the Summit, it 
is also a place of historical significance 
as the city is experiencing a wave of 
change led by the youth of Colombia.

OPENING CEREMONY, 
OCTOBER 4
I experienced the warmth of the 
Colombian people the moment I touched 
down at the El Dorado International 
Airport, where I was greeted by 
volunteers who came from all across the 
country. There was a sense of excitement 

 Chartered Accountants Worldwide 
delegates met each other on our first 
night in Bogotá

among the arriving delegates who were 
all eager to make new friends, despite 
many of us having travelled long hours 
to reach South America. Throughout the 
bus journey to the hotel, we interacted 
with each other and also tried to pick 
up some basic Spanish, which is the 
language used in Bogotá.

After settling in at the hotel, I 
met up with the other Chartered 
Accountants Worldwide delegates from 
the likes of Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, United Kingdom and 
Zambia. Having read some of their 
profiles earlier, I was excited to meet 
these like-minded individuals who have 
a strong passion for their community 
and the profession. Needless to say, 
we connected seamlessly, and have 
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 A picture with Chartered Accountants 
Worldwide and other OYW delegates at 
the Simón Bolivar Plaza
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 The spectacular lightshow at the 
Opening Ceremony

continued to keep in contact even 
after the Summit. My fellow delegates 
have very intriguing stories to share, 
and I was especially impressed by a 
Zimbabwean, who, despite being only 
33 years of age, had managed several 
businesses and created thousands of 
jobs in South Africa!

s
... I believe living 

sustainably is 
something every 
person can start 

doing immediately, by 
picking up good habits 

and managing how 
much we consume. 
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That evening, we went to Simón 
Bolivar Plaza for the Opening Ceremony. 
It featured a spectacular display of 
Colombia’s culture and history through 
performances by local song-and-dance 
troupes, and a dazzling lightshow 
against the façade of the plaza. It was 
a night to remember, with speeches by 
luminaries including Sir Bob Geldof, 
OYW founders Kate Robertson and 
David Jones, Bogotá Mayor Peñalosa 
and President Juan Manuel Santos 
himself. The atmosphere was certainly 
electrifying, and every single one of us 
was keen for the Summit to get started. 

DAY 1, OCTOBER 5
The plenary sessions of the OYW 
Summit were held at the newly-
completed Agora Convention Centre. 
Every seat was filled as the delegates 
waited in anticipation to hear from 
the counsellors and speakers. Poverty 
was the topic for the morning, and the 
session was opened by Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and father of microcredit, 
Muhammad Yunus. He spoke of his 
vision of the three zeros – zero poverty, 
zero unemployment and zero net 
carbon emissions. He was also quick to 
share that as young people, we should 
have our own visions and goals, and 
that the world’s job situation can be 
alleviated by more people picking up 
the mantle to be job creators rather 
than job seekers. I could certainly see 
what he meant as I have met so many 
entrepreneurs and social enterprise 
leaders during the Summit who were 
not afraid to challenge the status 
quo, and build something for their 
communities and themselves. 

Corruption continues to plague 
many countries today, and this was 
the theme for the mid-day session. 
Throughout the speeches on this topic, 
my thoughts were circling back to 
how adamant our late founding Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew was, on keeping 
Singapore corruption-free, and how 
it has benefited our society and set us 
up for success. Founder and CEO of 
Emergent Telecom Ventures, Mohamed 
Amersi, aptly rounded up the discussion 

commitment boards. It was a powerful 
sight to see the thousands of commitment 
boards being displayed at the Agora 
Convention Centre.

Part of our time at the Summit was 
spent in workshops where we had the 
chance to interact with the facilitators 
and other delegates. One of my favourite 
workshop sessions was conducted by 
ICAEW, on the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). In this 
discussion, we were asked to pick the SDG 
which we considered the most important, 
and to establish how the SGDs were 
interconnected. My pick was Sustainable 

by delivering a powerful speech about 
the role businesses have in behaving 
ethically and preventing corruption, 
and that they can be guided by the “10 
Corporate Commandments” to do so.

The final segment of the day ended 
with a discussion on philanthropy and 
an inspirational sharing by Jérôme 
Jarre, a social media personality and 
activist who had set up a movement 
called “Love Army for Somalia” and 
raised millions of dollars in a short span 
of time with his campaign. He shared 
that he had learnt from his experience 
not to send food to Somalia, but to 
empower people by making use of 
their mobile payment system to make a 
difference for themselves. He explained 
that we need to understand the true 
needs of our beneficiaries instead of 
simply giving what is convenient for us.

DAY 2, OCTOBER 6
Something that I have always felt 
very strongly about is diversity and 
inclusion, and I was thrilled that this 
was a feature at the Summit. Accenture’s 
Chief Leadership and Human Resources 
Officer, Ellyn Shook, shared about how 
disturbed she was when she found out 
that her African-American colleagues 
were not able to talk about the US racial 
tensions in the office. She knew that 
she had to do something, when it was 
so difficult for people to have these 
difficult conversations on diversity. She 
went on to initiate a campaign where 
the staff at Accenture could state their 
commitments to diversity. We had the 
opportunity to do the same, when we 
penned our own commitments on the 

 Ashiq commits to speak up when he 
sees behaviour that goes against the 
spirit of diversity and inclusion

 Jérôme Jarre (centre), French 
entrepreneur, creator, humanitarian 
and Snapchat star, with Chartered 
Accountants Worldwide delegates
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want to be treated the same way. I was 
quite sure that there were not many dry 
eyes in the conference hall that evening.

DAY 3, OCTOBER 7
Decked out in white in celebration of 
Peace Day, we were looking forward 
to the day’s proceedings, which were 
kicked off by former United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan. He 
spoke of peace and how everyone has a 
voice – that no one is too young to lead, 
and that everyone can take charge and 
make a difference. Colombia’s President 
Santos then took to the stage to share 
the history of Colombia, and how he had 
engineered the peace process after he 
was empowered by the young people 
of Colombia who wanted to see lasting 
peace in their lifetime. This reinforced 
the many conversations I had with 
young Colombians, who were accepting 
of a peace-for-justice trade-off.

In what was to be the most moving 
session of the entire Summit, delegate-

Cities and Communities, as I believe 
living sustainably is something every 
person can start doing immediately, by 
picking up good habits and managing 
how much we consume. 

The day ended with a discussion 
on disability, where Oscar Anderson, a 
disability activist, iterated that disabled 
people are just like you and me, and they 

 A Sustainability Development Goals 
workshop session

s
... former United 

Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan 

... spoke of peace and 
how everyone has a 
voice – that no one 

is too young to lead, 
and that everyone can 
take charge and make 

a difference.

speakers who experienced war and 
suffering shared their stories on how 
they escaped from these atrocities and 
turned the pain and suffering into their 
inspiration to do good. Asila Doratae, a 
delegate-speaker from Thailand, spoke 
of the violence in Thailand’s restive 
south, where she had suffered the loss of 
both her parents, and how she tried to 
find the strength to create a group that 
supports other victims of violence and 
teach them to forgive and find peace. 
It gave me pause, and got me to reflect 
on the peace that we have in Singapore, 
and how we should not take things 
for granted. I was reminded that it is a 
constant effort to maintain the peace 
and the harmonious society that we 
live in.

We felt a tinge of nostalgia as 
together, we stood in Simón Bolivar 
Park to await the Closing Ceremony. It 
was a cold and windy evening, but we 
could feel the warmth of our host city, 
the people we met and the volunteers 
who helped to keep the event running 
smoothly throughout the four days. 

The host city for OYW Summit 
2018 would be The Hague, which was 
featured at the Closing Ceremony. We 
waved the Netherlands flag during 
the symbolic handover of the baton 
from Mayor Peñalosa to Mayor Pauline 
Krikke of The Hague. Former Astronaut 
Ron Garan, in his speech that evening, 
summed up the entire experience as he 
reflected on his Earthrise moment – that 
we are all one world, interconnected 
and interdependent.

As I sat at the airport before my 
long flight home, I reflected on what the 
Summit has done for me and the great 
people I had met over the four days. 
Tired but inspired, I was determined 
to put these ideas into action and I call 
upon everyone to start taking action 
so that even the impossible becomes 
possible.  ISCA

Muhammad Ashiq Chu is Assistant Manager, 
PwC Singapore. He was ISCA’s representative 
at the OYW Summit 2017.

 Ashiq with Colombian delegates


